Chapter  i 6 


Mention  of  the  Imams  Who 
Charged  the  Kharijites  with 
Disbelief  and  Ordered  Their 
Elimination 
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The  scholars  have  two  different  opinions  about  charging  the 
Kharijites  with  disbelief,  but  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion 
about  fighting  them,  for  the  Prophet  0 has  given  clear  instructions 
in  this  regard  that  no  Muslim  can  oppose.  The  authority  to 
eliminate  the  Kharijites  is  taken  from  his  many  statements,  such  as: 
‘If  I were  to  encounter  them,  I would  slay  them  like  the  people  of 
Thamud’,  and  ‘Kill  them  wherever  you  find  them’,  and  so  on.  This 
was  understood  by  the  hadith  scholars  who  worded  their  chapter 
headings  accordingly.  Imam  al-Bukharl  penned  one  chapter  of 
his  collection,  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites  and  the  Tleretics  after 
Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’.  In  his  al-Sahih,  Imam 
Muslim  penned  one  chapter  named,  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill 
the  Kharijites’.  In  his  commentary,  al-NawawI  stated: 


Jdd  i.  ■ ' jji  1 y g k d ^d  Old  t^j&jEdld  '^ld  : 

O'  tliid'  ^0?-'  Jld  .tlilxj'  £ld?-j  jAj  tSldJ'J 

IjJjiKj  yi  U Ao  jJasj'ijt  jJu  ji^Jbd  C-dJ 

idj  jJglU'  '~Jyr  d djjlSvj  lL»  SpTJt  CO  IS"  Old 

y-fi \y>\  tiSj  tjTa  JIaa!'  Jld  ^ 9 djfjld  OjjlSo  JbU'  oUl!t 

. Jdiil  j>  Jtfiaj 


The  Prophet’s  statement  0,  ‘Kill  them  wherever  you 
find  them,  for  the  one  who  kills  them  will  be  rewarded 
[on  the  Day  of  Resurrection]’,  is  an  explicit  declaration 
of  the  obligation  to  fight  the  Kharijites  and  rebels,  and 
this  is  the  consensus  of  the  scholars.  Qadl  [Abu  Bakr  b. 
al-cArabl]  said,  ‘The  scholars  have  unanimously  agreed 
that  when  the  Kharijites  and  their  ilk  from  the  people 
of  blameworthy  innovation  and  rebellion  revolt  against 
the  view  of  the  community  [jamdca\,  split  the  unity  [of 
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the  Muslims]  and  take  up  arms,  it  is  obligatory  to  fight 
them  after  exhorting  them  and  warning  them’.  Now, 
that  applies  so  long  as  their  innovation  does  not  entail 
disbelief.  If  their  innovation  is  one  that  makes  them 
disbelievers,  then  the  rules  that  pertain  to  apostates  are 
applied  to  them.  As  for  the  rebels  who  do  not  disbelieve, 
they  may  inherit  and  others  may  inherit  from  them, 
although  during  times  of  fighting  their  blood  is  lawful, 
as  is  their  wealth  that  is  destroyed  during  the  fighting.1 


Qadi  cIyad  said  in  al-Shifa : 
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1 Al-Nawawi,  Shark  Sahih  Muslim , 7:169-170. 
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The  view  of  Malik  and  his  companions  regarding  the 
Kharijites  varies  concerning  this,  but  they  did  not  disagree 
about  killing  those  who  do  this  if  they  form  a separate 
group.  Repentance  should  be  sought  from  them,  and  if 
they  repent  [well  and  good],  otherwise  they  are  to  be 
killed.  They  only  disagreed  about  an  isolated  individual 
who  does  this.  . . . This  is  what  Muhammad  b.  al- 
Mawwaz,  'Abd  al-Malik  b.  Majishun  and  Imam  Sahnun 
said  concerning  the  Kharijites.  The  statement  of  Malik 
in  his  al-Muwatta  and  the  report  narrated  from  'Umar 
b.  'Abd  al-'AzIz  explains,1  ‘Repentance  is  to  be  sought 
from  them.  If  they  repent  [well  and  good],  otherwise  they 
are  to  be  killed’.  Imam  'Isa  narrates  from  Imam  Ibn  al- 
Qasim,  ‘If  they  repent  [well  and  good],  otherwise  they 
should  be  killed’.  Something  similar  was  mentioned  in  al- 
Mabsut.  He  said,  ‘They  are  Muslims,  but  should  be  killed 
for  their  evil  opinion’.  This  was  the  practice  of  'Umar  b. 
'Abd  al-'AzIz.  On  the  other  hand,  Ibn  Habib  and  others 
amongst  our  companions  [in  the  Malik!  legal  school]  saw 
that  they  should  be  charged  with  disbelief. 

[.  . .]  The  Prophet  |fc  called  the  Kharijites  ‘the  most  evil 
of  creation’,  and  this  is  the  quality  of  the  disbelievers. 
He  also  said,  ‘They  are  the  most  evil  group  under  the 
heavens.  Glad  tidings  to  the  one  who  kills  them  or  the 
one  killed  by  them’.  He  H also  said,  ‘So  wherever  you 
find  them,  slay  them  [through  an  operation]  like  the 
people  of  'Ad’.  The  apparent  meaning  of  these  statements 
is  that  they  are  disbelievers — especially  in  the  light  of 
their  comparison  to  the  people  of  cAd.  Those  who  believe 
that  they  should  be  charged  with  disbelief  infer  their 
position  from  this  hadith.  Those  who  adopt  the  opposing 
viewpoint  retort,  ‘That  is  only  due  to  their  having  gone  out 
against  the  Muslims  and  transgressed  against  them.  This 
is  indicated  in  the  hadith  itself:  “They  will  kill  the  people 


1 An  early  sect  that  believed  in  absolute  free  will  and  that  man  is  the  creator 
his  own  acts.  Ed. 
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of  Islam.  ...”  So  their  killing  is  a prescribed  punishment 
and  not  because  of  their  alleged  disbelief.  The  mention  of 
the  people  of  ‘Ad  is  a simile  which  signifies  killing  them 
and  its  lawfulness,  not  the  state  of  the  one  killed.  Not 
everyone  given  a death  sentence  is  charged  with  disbelief’. 
Furthermore  [those  who  believe  that  the  Kharijites  are 
disbelievers  infer  their  view]  from  the  hadith,  ‘They  shall 
pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through 
a hunted  game,  never  to  return  until  an  arrow  returns  to 
its  bowstring’,  and  his  saying,  ‘It  [the  arrow]  went  too 
fast  to  be  smeared  with  dung  and  blood’,  which  indicates 
that  he  had  no  connection  with  Islam  at  all.1 


1 6.  i The  Two  Positions  of  the  Imams  on  the  Disbelief  of 


the  Kharijites 


The  Imams  of  hadith,  jurisprudence  and  Quranic  exegesis  have 
generally  presented  two  positions  regarding  the  disbelief  of  the 
Kharijites.  Ibn  Taymiyya  said: 
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The  Umma  is  unanimous  in  its  condemnation  of  the 
Kharijites  and  in  declaring  them  misguided;  their  only 
contention  was  regarding  whether  they  are  charged  with 
disbelief  [or  not].  There  are  two  well-known  opinions  in 
the  legal  school  of  Malik  and  Ahmad  concerning  this, 
and  there  is  also  dispute  about  their  disbelief  in  the 
legal  school  of  al-ShafiT.  For  this  reason,  there  are  two 
opinions  regarding  them:  [One]  that  they  are  disbelievers 


1 Qadi  Tyad,  al-Shifa , pp.  842-843. 
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like  apostates,  and  that  repentance  is  to  be  sought  from 
whomever  amongst  them  is  apprehended;  and  if  he  repents 
[well  and  good],  otherwise  he  is  to  be  killed.  [Two]  that 
they  are  rebels  (as  was  mentioned  earlier;  there  is  no 
disagreement  that  it  is  permissible  to  kill  them).1 


16.2  The  First  Position:  The  Kharijites  Are  Disbelievers 


A large  group  of  scholars  took  the  position  that  the  Kharijites  are 
disbelievers.  They  inferred  their  belief  from  numerous  prophetic 
traditions  about  the  Kharijites,  most  of  which  we  have  mentioned 
earlier,  such  as  the  Prophet’s  statement  0, 
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‘At  the  end  of  time  there  shall  appear  a folk,  young  in 
age  and  foolish.  They  will  speak  the  words  of  the  best  of 
people,  but  they  shall  pass  through  Islam  just  as  an  arrow 
passes  through  a hunted  game.  Wherever  you  encounter 
them,  kill  them  [following  the  legal  procedure],  for 
killing  them  will  be  rewarded  [by  God]  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection’.2 


Here,  the  prophetic  command  to  kill  them  and  the  mention  of 
Divine  reward  establish  that  the  Kharijites  are  disbelievers.  Another 
proof  for  this  position  is  the  narration  of  Sufyan  b.  TJyayna  who 
reported  from  Abu  Ghalib  that  Abu  Umama  ^ said, 

1 Ibn  Taymiyya,  Majmifa  al-fatawa,  28:518. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  wa  al- 
mw  anidin  wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066;  and  al- 
Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-fitan  [The  Book  of  Tribulations],  chapter: 
‘Concerning  the  Trait  of  Renegades  [al-mariqa]’ , 4:481  §2188. 
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‘They  are  the  most  evil  of  those  slain  under  the  heavens, 
and  the  best  of  those  killed  is  the  one  whom  they  kill. 
They  are  the  dogs  of  Hell;  they  were  Muslims  and  then 
[due  to  rebellion  and  revolt]  became  disbelievers’.1 

This  narration  is  explicit,  for  it  states  that  the  Kharijites  were 
previously  Muslims,  and  then  became  disbelievers  due  to  their 
self-made  false  beliefs. 


16.2.1  Imam  al-BukhAri’s  Position 


The  great  scholar  of  hadith,  Imam  al-Bukharl,  penned  a chapter  in 
his  Sahih  collection  in  which  he  sought  to  prove  that  the  Kharijites 
are  disbelievers.  Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI  commented: 
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A large  body  of  scholars  said  that  the  Kharijites  are  to  be 
charged  with  disbelief,  such  as  al-Bukhari,  who  compared 
them  to  apostates  and  heretics,  and  only  singled  out 
individuals  [amongst  them]  who  were  subject  to  faulty 
interpretations,  mentioning  them  in  a separate  chapter: 
‘On  the  One  Who  Refrains  from  Fighting  the  Kharijites 
for  the  Sake  of  Drawing  Hearts  Near  and  so  People  Will 
Not  Flee’.1 


16.2.2  Imam  Ibn  Jarir  al-Tabari’s  Position 

The  early  Qur’anic  exegete  and  historian,  Imam  al-Tabari,  said: 


4 1 felp  <Ul3l  2*j  Slj  , i- 1-' s 3 


1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section:  ‘Mention  of  the 
Kharijites’,  1:62  §176. 

1 Ibn  Hajar  aHAsqalanl,  Fatb  al-BarT,  12:313. 
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It  is  impermissible  to  fight  or  kill  the  Kharijites  before  the 
evidence  is  established  against  them  by  inviting  them  to 
return  to  the  truth  and  warning  them.  This  was  alluded 
to  by  al-Bukharl  in  his  chapter  heading  in  which  he 
mentioned  the  aforementioned  verse.  This  is  the  proof  used 
by  those  who  believe  that  the  Kharijites  are  to  be  charged 
with  disbelief — and  that  is  the  implication  of  al-Bukharl’s 
action,  for  he  compared  them  to  heretics  and  singled  out 
individuals  [amongst  them]  who  were  subject  to  faulty 
interpretations,  mentioning  them  in  a separate  chapter.1 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  explained  al-Tabari’s  viewpoint, 
commenting: 
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Al-Tabari  was  of  those  who  inclined  to  some  of  the 
views  presented  here.  He  said  in  al-Tahdblb , after  having 
mentioned  some  of  the  same  hadith  in  this  chapter:  ‘This 
is  a refutation  of  those  who  said  that  no  one  can  leave  the 
fold  of  Islam  from  the  people  of  the  qibla,  after  its  ruling 
is  established  for  him,  except  with  his  full  knowledge 
and  intent.  This  contradicts  [the  Prophet’s]  saying  in  the 
hadith,  “They  will  speak  the  truth  and  recite  the  Qur’an, 
but  they  will  exit  from  Islam  and  grasp  nothing  of  it”.’z 


1 Ibid.,  12:299. 
z Ibid.,  12:300. 
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16.2.3  Imam  Abu  Hamid  al-GhazAli’s  Position 

The  Proof  of  Islam,  Imam  Abu  Hamid  al-Ghazall,  held  that  the 
Kharijites  are  disbelievers.  Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI  said, 
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‘In  al-Wasit,  al-Ghazall  said  (following  others):  There 
are  two  positions  regarding  the  judgment  on  Kharijites: 
“They  take  the  ruling  of  apostates  or  the  ruling  of  rebels”, 
and  al-RafiT  declared  the  first  view  preponderant’.1 


16.2.4  Al-QAdi  Abu  Bakr  Ibn  al-cArabi’s  Position 


Al-Qadl  Abu  Bakr  Muhammad  b.  cAbd  Allah  b.  al-cArabl  al- 
Malikl  is  considered  one  of  the  most  prominent  Islamic  scholars 
of  Andalusia.  He  obtained  his  learning  from  eminent  scholars 
like  Imam  al-Ghazall  and  wrote  cAridat  al-ahwadbi , a magisterial 
commentary  on  al-Tirmidhl’s  collection.  Ibn  Hajar  mentioned 
that  he  also  believed  that  the  Kharijites  were  disbelievers: 
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This  was  explicitly  stated  by  al-Qadl  Abu  Bakr  b.  al- 
‘Arabl  in  his  commentary  on  al-Tirmidhl’s  [collection]. 
He  said,  ‘The  correct  position  is  that  they  are  disbelievers, 
due  to  the  Prophet’s  statements  0,  “They  shall  pass 
through  Islam”  and  “I  would  slay  them  like  the  people 
of  cAd”,  and  in  another  wording,  “like  the  people  of 
Thamud”.  Both  cAd  and  Thamud  were  destroyed  because 
of  disbelief.  The  Prophet  0 also  said,  “They  are  the  worst 


1 Ibn  Hajar  aKAsqalam,  Fath  al-Bari,  12:285. 
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of  creation”,  and  none  but  the  disbelievers  are  described 
like  that.  He  also  said,  “They  are  the  most  detested  of 
creation  in  the  sight  of  God  Most  High”.  And  because 
they  ruled  that  everyone  who  opposed  their  belief  was 
guilty  of  disbelief  and  would  abide  eternally  in  the  Fire, 
they  were  more  deserving  of  that  than  those  whom  they 
charged’.1 * 


16.2.5  QAdi  TyAd’s  Position 


Qadl  Tyad,  the  renowned  author  of  al-Shifa,  one  of  the  most 
famous  and  authentic  hooks  detailing  the  exalted  rank  of  the 
Prophet  Muhammad  0,  was  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  Kharijites 
are  disbelievers.  He  said  in  his  commentary  on  Sahib  Muslim : 
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Some  of  our  teachers  reported,  ‘Abu  Sacld  al-Khudrl  0. 
said,  “I  heard  the  Messenger  of  God  0 say,  ‘There  shall 
appear  a folk  in  this  Umma’,  and  he  did  not  say  ‘ from 
it’,  ‘and  you  will  belittle  your  prayers  in  comparison  to 
theirs.  . . .””  The  Imam  [al-Mazirl]  said  [and  Imam  al- 
Nawawi  has  quoted  it],  ‘This  is  one  of  the  most  telling 
testimonies  to  the  deep  understanding  of  the  Companions 
and  their  exactitude  in  words  and  discrimination  between 


1 Ibid.,  12:299. 
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subtle  indications.  That  is  because  the  expression  “from” 
implies  that  they  are  from  the  Umma  and  not  disbelievers, 
contrary  to  the  expression  “in”.  Al-Khudrfs  notice 
regarding  the  distinction  between  “from”  and  “in”  is  a fine 
allusion  to  the  view  that  the  Kharijites  are  to  be  charged 
with  disbelief,  because  he  explained  that  since  he  did  not 
say  “from  the  Umma ”,  it  indicates  that  they  are  not  from 
the  Umma  of  Muhammad  0. — even  though  Abu  Dharr 
narrated  after  this  statement:  “He  0 said,  ‘Indeed  there 
shall  he  some  from  my  Umma  after  me’  or  ‘There  shall  be 
some  from  my  Umma  after  me’.”  And  in  the  narration  of 
‘All  it  reads,  “There  shall  appear  from  my  Umma”.’1 


Seeking  to  reconcile  between  these  two  seemingly  contradictory 
narrations,  Ibn  Hajar  said,  ‘This  hadith  is  reconciled  with  Abu 
SaTd’s  by  stating  that  the  meaning  of  Umma  in  the  hadith  of  Abu 
SaTd  is  the  Umma  of  Response,  and  the  meaning  of  Umma  in  the 
others’  narrations  is  the  Umma  of  Invitation’. 1 

It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  Umma  of  Response  is  the 
Muslim  Umma  proper,  whereas  the  Umma  of  Invitation  is  all  of 
humanity  to  whom  the  Prophet  0 brought  his  message,  whether 
they  accept  it  or  not.  Imam  al-NawawI  explained  further: 

-*0  ^ x 0 o , s y ^ 


In  this  hadith  there  is  an  allusion  from  Abu  Sacid  al- 
Khudrl  that  the  Kharijites  are  to  be  charged  with  disbelief 
and  that  they  are  not  from  this  Umma.  And  the  hadith 
about  the  Kharijites  contains  news  of  the  unseen  from 
the  Prophet  0 regarding  momentous  events,  such  as  his 
allusion  to  the  disagreement  the  Umma  would  have  about 
charging  them  [the  Kharijites]  with  disbelief.3 


1 Qadl  cIyad,  Ikmal  al-mulim  bi  fawa'id  Muslim,  3:612. 

2 Ibn  Hajar  aHAsqalanl,  Fath  al-BarJ,  12:289. 

3 Ibid. 
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16.2.6  Imam  al-Qurtubi’s  Position 

Imam  Abu  al-cAbbas  Ahmad  b.  cUmar  b.  Ibrahim  al-Ansari  al- 
Qurtubl  al-Malikl  was  one  of  the  eminent  Islamic  scholars  of 
Cordoba.  Although  famous  for  his  Qur’anic  exegesis,  he  was  also 
the  author  of  an  authoritative  and  oft-quoted  commentary  on 
Sahih  Muslim.  In  it,  he  declared  the  Kharijites  disbelievers. 


dap  U :Ji  tAill  a?-J  Igj  Jjj I U a22j  oIa”  ^ JjdiJl 

oi  la?-  qii}  .jadl  ijojj?-  JaiLt  ji?o  Jai?-  cigdi 

dJl  djijk  i^Ui  1^'  aij  <uit  J_jd>3  AiSl  ‘JaiL 

cS  ah  J**i)  H ^ ildi;  jfJ  tjasil  : ji,  CiJih  J L)\M\±  ,(^S\  L>\& 

sAgJj  t<ul?tl?i  3)«ij  la4?i 1 01  i2<a?t£j  :jjt?-  ‘24a?-  d?  id  13 

.jdgildjJ  ‘(»42o  j2S"  OUpL  a»Ip  Jai  dr?  <fl*h 

iIaJ  tAsajjJi  d*  UJJJ  isaju  ijid  *>Lj  <uit  Jjij  -46  did  aij 

.da'_4^d'J  Jpd' 


The  statement  of  the  one  who  said  when  the  Prophet  |fc 
was  apportioning  the  war  booty,  ‘This  apportioning  is 
not  for  the  sake  of  God’,  or  ‘is  unjust’,  is  the  statement  of 
one  ignorant  of  the  Prophet’s  state  |i.  It  is  the  statement 
of  one  who  is  coarse  in  nature,  covetous  and  a hypocrite. 
He  deserved  to  be  put  to  death  because  he  annoyed  the 
Messenger  of  God,  and  God  Most  High  said,  ‘And  those 
who  annoy  the  Messenger  of  God  will  have  a painful 
punishment’ d The  punishment  in  this  life  is  death; 
however,  the  Prophet  0.  did  not  kill  him  for  the  reason 
mentioned  in  the  hadith  of  Jabir,  ‘Lest  the  people  say  that 
Muhammad  kills  his  Companions’.  This  is  the  rationale 
for  the  Prophet  prohibiting  the  killing  of  the  hypocrites, 
even  though  he  knew  the  identities  and  hypocrisy  of 
many  of  them.  That  rationale  no  longer  applies  after  the 


1 Qur’an  9:61. 
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Messenger  of  God  0.  There  is  no  hypocrisy  after  him; 
only  heresy — and  this  is  the  truth  and  what  is  correct.1 


In  the  light  of  the  aforementioned  Qur’anic  verse,  annoying  the 
Messenger  of  God  0 is  an  act  of  blasphemy,  which  some  scholars 
held  was  enough  to  charge  the  Kharijites  with  disbelief.  Elsewhere, 
al-Qurtubl  said: 


1*4^'  jd  jd 

Jii  0JJ  X tU?-lj  cij  ^ 1.1?-!  X Ul?o 

‘JUj  dll  Jii  US’  1^4-?  Xj  tjJsij  Jp  ,t  g.jgi; 

4Aa  ji  :J_Udl  id*  iy./s2ij  :c«Ls  ,i?U*aJb  UdS-  SjUbj 

4 gUl!  Ida  US’  c 1U  l£j  jiiiu  ^Jj  jji  °jfi  C^yf-  <uida!l 

t^ajl  03>0  ' 1 i ^ Sui!  tSd!l  <Uaju!l  4Ua  ^yo 

<ClcJl  Ida  jAliajj  .^lilj  '--,ja!I  JjUi  1 3^  US"  *b  JjliUj  X Ul?o 

cU-bdl  J4  .A  1a3jj  Ai a LUUli  ya  ^Jb^jjSo  ya  didUJ 

^ a ^jjai  ULSj  4jL  lUaj  tjij-d'  ^ c^jUd3  :.yl  djSJ 

.UjA?JI  ya  j4^'  ‘ j«flillb  cS'  JjjXl  JyiPl  dlSj 


[The  Prophet’s  Ji  statement,]  ‘If  I were  to  encounter  them 
I would  slay  them  like  the  people  of  cAd’,  and  in  another 
wording,  ‘like  the  people  of  Thamud’,  means  that  if  he 
were  to  encounter  them  he  would  kill  them  all,  in  the 
sense  that  not  a single  one  of  them  would  remain  at  one 
given  time,  and  none  of  them  would  be  left  for  another 
day — just  as  God  dealt  with  cAd,  destroying  them  with  a 
grievous  wind,  and  destroying  Thamud  with  the  dreadful 
shriek.  I say:  The  intent  behind  this  simile  is  that  this 
group  has  left  the  religion  of  Islam  and  are  not  connected 
with  it  in  any  way,  just  as  this  arrow  exited  from  that 
hunted  game  which,  due  to  the  severity  of  its  draw  and 
its  speed,  exited  [the  body]  before  blood  came  out  and 


1 Muhammad  al-Qurtubi,  al-Mufhim,  3:107. 
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nothing  was  attached  to  it.  This  is  just  as  he  said,  ‘too 
fast  to  be  smeared  with  blood  or  dung’.  Our  imams  who 
ruled  that  the  Kharijites  are  to  be  charged  with  disbelief 
held  to  the  import  of  this  simile,  although  many  scholars 
hesitated  in  charging  them  with  disbelief  due  to  the 
Prophet’s  saying  |fl  [at  the  end  of  the  aforementioned 
hadith],  ‘It  is  doubtful  that  anything  will  hang  on  to  it’, 
which  implies  that  there  is  a degree  of  doubt  regarding 
them,  and  thus  there  is  hesitation  with  respect  to  their 
ruling.  It  seems  that  the  first  view,  that  of  charging  them 
with  disbelief,  is  more  apparent  in  the  hadith.1 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  commented  on  al-Qurtubi’s  words: 

tiyaAt  013  itGuti  UjA?-  ^3  AjJj 

juajjl  Jfi  ^ 'j pj  'jfi  \prj>~  (t-^1 


The  simile  within  the  hadith  of  Abu  Sacld  supports  the 
view  that  they  are  to  be  charged  with  disbelief,  for  its 
apparent  meaning  is  that  they  have  left  the  fold  of  Islam 
and  have  no  connection  with  it  whatsoever,  just  as  an 
arrow  exits  from  a hunted  game  due  to  its  speed  and  the 
strength  of  the  archer,  leaving  no  trace  of  the  game  on  it.2 


16.2.7  Shaykh  Ibn  Taymiyya’s  Position 

Shaykh  Ibn  Taymiyya  believed  that  the  Kharijites  were  disbelievers. 
Writing  about  their  emergence,  beliefs  and  appearance,  he  said: 

. Ua*^'j  lilfj  OU is-  t<Lddt  Jb  IjjP?  O'  da 

.0h3*i'  Jii'  Ojpdij  Jjd  Ojlsib  pp&j  U S'  'jjlSjj  . . . 

\0k,  Jli  US’  UCaJ  sSCa 

OTjih  byi'Ju 


1 Ibid.,  3:110. 

2 Ibn  Hajar  aHAsqalanl,  Fath  al-Ban,  11:300. 
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> j|  / / o ✓ ^ 

4jl  4 ^3  je£|,  <UP  O-J  <A3  4jl3  . $.LO 

' —i  hjlo  .»>  j -%-^3  • • • .oajj  4jL«*J  I ^ Ii-«j  ^iln»>ii^il I : Jli 

.(^SCWl  t5')  ii?  ^.-bl 


The  point  here  is  to  state  that  the  Kharijites  emerged 
during  a time  of  tribulation  and  declared  ‘Uthman  and 
‘All  disbelievers,  as  well  as  those  who  allied  with  them. 
. . . As  the  Prophet  0 described  them,  they  would  ‘kill 
the  people  of  Islam  and  leave  the  idol  worshippers’.  The 
Prophet  0 said  they  were  the  most  assiduous  of  people 
when  it  came  to  prayers,  fasting  and  recitation:  ‘You  will 
consider  your  prayers,  fasting  and  recitation  insignificant 
in  comparison  to  theirs.  They  shall  recite  the  Qur’an  but 
it  will  not  pass  their  throats.  They  shall  exit  from  Islam 
just  as  an  arrow  exits  a hunted  game’.  Their  ‘exiting’ 
from  it  means  their  leaving  it  due  to  their  belief  that 
it  is  lawful  to  shed  the  blood  of  the  Muslims  and  seize 
their  wealth.  It  is  established  in  the  rigorously  authentic 
collection  [of  al-Bukharl]  that  he  0 said,  ‘The  Muslim 
is  he  from  whose  tongue  and  hand  the  Muslims  are  safe’ 
. . . and  they  [on  the  other  hand]  extended  their  hands, 
harming  the  Muslims  with  their  hands  [through  armed 
struggle  and  terrorist  activities]  and  tongues  [declaring 
them  infidels],  and  so  they  left  it  [i.e.,  Islam].1 


16.2.8  Imam  Taqi  al-Din  al-Subki’s  Position 
Imam  Taqi  al-Din  Abu  al-Hasan  ‘All  b.  cAbd  al-Kafl  al-Subkl  was 
one  of  the  eminent  latter-day  scholars  and  jurists  and  author  of 
Sbifa  al-siqam,  a well-known  book  about  seeking  means  through 
the  person  of  the  Prophet  0 and  undertaking  journeys  to  visit  him 
at  his  tomb.  In  his  collection  of  formal  legal  verdicts,  he  declared 
the  Kharijites  disbelievers.  Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI  said: 


1 Ibn  Taymiyya,  al-Nubuwwat,  p.  225. 
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jUi  ^j5j  J'  SXi!  dJLSi  Jj  JJU 

CjiivJ  <u2jasJ  a'Afj  jjaS"  JJ 

. (^»UP  jAj  : JlS  t<U^Jb  *-2j  <UJtg2>  ^9 

Shaykh  TaqI  al-Dln  al-Subkl  was  of  the  latter-day  imams 
who  inclined  to  that  view.  He  said  in  his  collection  of 
legal  verdicts,  ‘Those  who  charged  the  Kharijites  and 
the  extremist  Shiites  with  disbelief  argued  that  they  were 
disbelievers  because  they  charged  the  notable  Companions 
with  disbelief,  for  that  entails  belying  the  Prophet  0,  in 
his  testimony  that  they  are  in  Paradise.  And  as  I see  it, 
this  argument  is  valid’.1 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  someone  can  be  from  the  Kharijites 
without  necessarily  charging  the  Companions  with  disbelief.  The 
great  Hanafl  jurist,  Ibn  ‘Abidin  al-Shaml  stated, 

jJ  _jis"  ^iUisPl  Sljj  J 6-!  dUJ 

.<uIp 

‘They  charged  the  Companions  of  our  Prophet  0 with 
disbelief;  but  you  should  know  that  this  is  not  a pre- 
requisite for  the  term  Kharijite;  rather,  it  is  but  an 
explanation  regarding  those  who  rebelled  against  our 
master  ‘All  J^.  Otherwise,  it  suffices  that  they  believe  the 
one  whom  they  rebel  against  is  a disbeliever’.2 

16.2.9  Imam  Abu  IshAq  al-ShAtibI’s  Position 

The  great  jurist  and  legal  theorist  of  the  Malikl  school,  Imam  al- 
Shatibl,  said  about  the  Kharijites: 

AJJl!'  jjA!'  <jP  O'  V' 


1 Ibn  Hajar  al-‘Asqalam,  Fatb  al-Bari,  12:299-300. 

2 Ibn  Abidin,  Radd  al-muhtar,  4:262. 
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i ip&jj  j -3^4  ^ OljiJl  djjjAj  p&fij  i0k  djij  6 Si 

^ 0 ^ ^ ' 6 ' * * ' y y 6s 

k&SM  cJjj  Uli  oi'J  til  <Uls  . . . ^jij  Joj  A; 

^o-*  ^ ✓ x 0 s , * ' 

cJjjt  UlB  liu  . . . ilgj  XaS  Uj  IgLjlij  <_3jp  SjjiJl  jl 

U ^ £jd>jJt  dr?  k>^3  ■ • • ■ ^ j^!'  J^-t 

ii^l  Aj  pis  .0*ASdi*J'  ptAiSt  Oji  p#  i_a£j  jt  otjda!'  ^1 
'jfi  <uip  i!  d-i  JjAjl  dr?  k^r*^  k^ijt  ^ysj^dOt)  JjjisJl  jt  t^S^Jl  c£JUj 

J,  j A f _^0  a 

.IjLdij  IjJ^aS  Sjoj-iJl 

djjl  k^lj  k-i-S”  :t*3U  JLi>  <01  jISo  dr^  |»— -*3  drt'  ‘'^"3ji’  d^ii  ld«j 

CJjjt  OUT  ^Jl  Ijiligit  ^jj'  .<011  Jjl?-  3'j^  (*"®l3d  -d^  ?3jjj)J?sit  j Jt- 
’Jr j : jUi  tdivSi  dr?  j~4"  J?  i*~<>  -dwr?J^'  jllisSl 

pjs  didJjls  <JJt  Jjjt  1*j  p£?o  jd  j*j)  <011  Jjis  <0L£iL»Jt  dr? 
f*Soy  pU^I  tjtj  .^kijJAij  ^40?  Ijjii"  dii'  llg**  Ojjjiij 

^ J*  o .*  o , o t a ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ * i.  * 0 

idJyZo  <u3M  a.1^3  dSj-it  AiS  AjJj  'Jo  J>j  jiS"  03  :tjJl3  .JpsJt 
ill  k^ojl  cS'jJ'  '0^3  .Sj^t  oOa  bjjj  p^Sl  CjIj  U <.dj?’jis& 

:^3U  d^3  ■ d ^ jdt  <U3  dj^  c^oJt  ^^dt?  d*£-^'  dg*<dJt  kj^d^1  klH^ 
djioykLJj  Oj^lio  :Jti  ‘^Jj^Jt  {J  'JJ  tij  sllS" d>?'  dl 


Do  you  not  see  how  the  Kharijites  exited  from  the  religion 
just  as  an  arrow  exits  from  a hunted  game?  That  is  because 
the  Messenger  of  God  H described  them,  saying  that  they 
will  recite  the  Qur’an  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats; 
that  is  because  they  do  not  gain  a deep  understanding  of 
it,  which  would  allow  it  to  reach  their  hearts.  ...  So  when 
someone  knows  the  circumstances  behind  the  revelation  of 
a Qur’anic  verse,  or  the  chapter,  he  will  know  its  context, 
interpretation  and  what  was  meant  by  it.  . . . [A]nd  when 
he  is  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  behind  its  revelation, 
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the  mind  will  consider  multiple  possibilities.  They  do  not 
have  grounding  in  knowledge  that  would  guide  them  to 
what  is  correct  or  prevent  them  from  trespassing  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  problematic  areas.  For  that  reason  it 
is  inevitable  that  a shallow  opinion  is  taken  or  that  there 
is  a baseless  interpretation  founded  on  conjecture  that 
does  not  suffice  for  the  truth,  for  there  is  no  evidence  in 
support  of  it  in  the  Sacred  Law.  As  a consequence  of  this, 
they  went  astray  and  led  others  astray. 

This  is  further  explained  by  the  report  narrated  by 
Wahb  from  Bukayr,  who  mentioned  that  he  asked  Nafi‘, 
‘What  was  Ibn  ‘Umar’s  view  regarding  the  Haruriyya?’ 

Nafi‘  replied,  ‘He  believed  that  they  were  the  worst  of 
God’s  creation.  They  took  the  verses  revealed  about  the 
disbelievers  and  applied  them  to  the  believers’.  SaTd  b. 
Jubayr  explained  that  and  said,  ‘Of  the  ambiguous  verses 
that  the  Haruriyya  follow  is  God’s  words:  ‘And  whoever 
does  not  judge  by  what  God  has  revealed,  then  they  are  the 
disbelievers’  [Qur’an  5:44],  juxtaposed  with  the  verse,  ‘Yet 
those  who  disbelieve  hold  others  as  equal  with  their  Lord’ 
[Qur’an  6:1].  When  they  see  the  ruler  judge  unjustly  they 
proclaim,  “He  has  disbelieved,  and  whoever  disbelieves 
has  held  [himself]  equal  with  his  Lord  and  is  therefore  an 
idolater,  hence  the  JJmma , too,  are  idolaters!”  Then  they 
revolt  and  kill.  As  far  as  I see  it,  it  is  because  they  [falsely] 
interpret  this  verse’.  This  is  the  meaning  of  ‘opinion’  that 
Ibn  ‘Abbas  mentioned:  One  that  stems  from  ignorance 
of  the  meaning  with  which  the  Qur’an  was  revealed.  Nafi‘ 
said,  ‘When  Ibn  ‘Umar  was  asked  about  Haruriyya  he 
would  reply,  “They  charge  the  Muslims  with  disbelief  and 
declare  their  blood  and  wealth  lawful”.’1 

16.2.10  Imam  Ibn  al-BazzAz  al-KurdarI’s  Position 

Imam  Hafiz  al-Dln  Ibn  al-Bazzaz  al-Kurdarl,  a renowned  Hanafl 

authority  of  the  ninth  century,  said  in  his  collection  of  legal 

1 Abu  Ishaq  al-Shatibl,  al-I  tisam,  4:182-184. 
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verdicts, 

io  s 0 0 s o 

j ^3  yllT  I 

‘It  is  obligatory  to  charge  the  Kharijites  with  disbelief 
due  to  their  having  charged  everyone  of  the  Umma  but 
themselves  with  disbelief’.1 


16.2.11  Imam  Badr  al-Din  al-cAyni’s  Position 

Imam  Badr  al-Din  al-cAyni  writes  in  his  commentary  on  Sahib  al- 
Bukharl: 


tli jy  lyi  : j ^4  J»3  j*  t jAh  jfi  :jp§.  <d ji 

j Is jij  'J  1 alp  2Up  ^ ajjl>  Sj  ijj  'jij  . <uJsC£j  <upTj  <us 

Ir; 


The  Prophet’s  statement  |i,  ‘They  shall  pass  through  the 
religion’,  uses  the  word  muruq,  which  is  to  exit.  It  is  said, 
‘So-and-so  exited  the  religion  [ maraqa ]’  when  he  left  it 
due  to  his  blameworthy  innovation  and  misguidance.  In 
the  narration  of  Suwayd  b.  Ghafla  in  the  collections  of 
al-Nasa’I  and  al-Tabari  it  says,  ‘They  shall  pass  through 
Islam’.2 


16.2.12  Imam  Ahmad  b.  Muhammad  al-QastalAni’s 
Position 


Imam  Ahmad  b.  Muhammad  al-Qastalam  said  in  his  commentary 
on  Sahlh  al-Bukharl : 


0 ' ^ s i --  x ^ 0 s'l0  0 

^313^  SjIJjJ U la ; <L3  . 1 JJL  tSjASAlJl  ^JPu 

,42d  J jfj  ^ijllS'j  4it  4>dai  5^1  ola  j*  Ijii  °pgii 
^1  3~i3  “dlj  ^iAls  l52*j  Ojdbi 

.SjpUl  <Ui  «j!p  SjIPSM  Sli  ia*iU  k2jA?-  ^ ilyiJl 


1 Ibn  al-Bazzaz,  al-Fatawa  al-bazzaziyya  cala  hamish  al-fatawa  al-^alamgbiriyya, 
6:318. 

2 Badr  al-Din  al-cAynI,  cUmdat  al-qarT,  16:209. 
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The  report,  ‘There  shall  appear  in  this  [Muhammadan] 
Umma.  . .’  ‘and  he  did  not  say,  ‘from  this  Umma ’,  is  a case 
of  exactitude  in  the  narration  and  clarity  in  expression. 
It  gives  the  impression  that  they  are  not  from  this  Umma. 
The  apparent  wording  shows  that  he  believed  that  they 
are  to  be  charged  with  disbelief;  however,  in  Muslim’s 
narration  from  the  hadith  of  Abu  Dharr  it  reads,  ‘There 
shall  appear  a folk  from  my  Umma  after  me’.  This  hadith 
is  reconciled  with  the  hadith  of  Abu  Sacld  by  stating 
that  the  Umma  in  Abu  Sa‘ld’s  narration  is  the  Umma  of 
Response,  and  the  Umma  in  Abu  Dharr’s  narration  is  the 
Umma  of  Invitation.1 

16.2.13  MullA  cAl!  al-Qari’s  Position 

Mulla  ‘All  al-Qari  said  in  Mirqat  al-mafatib, 


JJsUh 


‘It  could  be  said  that  with  their  charges  of  disbelief 
against  disobedient  people  they  bear  a resemblance  to  the 
people  of  truth  [Muslims];  however,  they  are  the  people 
of  falsehood  [disbelief]  because  of  their  opposition  to 
scholarly  consensus’.2 

16.2.14  Shaykh  cAbd  al-Haqq  al-DihlawI’s  Position 

The  renowned  Indian  scholar,  Shaykh  ‘Abd  al-Haqq  al-Dihlawi, 
said,  ‘The  correct  position  is  that  fighting  the  Kharijites  in  every 
age  is  an  act  for  which  one  earns  reward,  as  our  master  ‘All 
ordered  that  they  be  fought  due  to  their  transgression,  and  this  is 
the  well-known  position.  And  the  Kharijites  believed  that  even  the 
person  who  commits  sins  is  a disbeliever — both  major  and  minor 
sins’.3 


1 Ahmad  al-Qastalanl,  Irshad  al-sarJ,  10:85-86. 

2 Al-Qari,  Mirqat  al-mafatih  sbarh  mishkat  al-masablh,  7:107. 

3 ‘Abd  al-Haqq  al-Dihlawi,  Aslfat  al-lamacat,  3:254. 
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16.2.15  ShAh  cAbd  al-cAziz  al-Dihlawi’s  Position 

According  to  Shah  cAbd  al-‘AzIz  al-Dihlawi,  the  disbelief  of 
the  Kharijites  is  agreed  upon.  He  said,  ‘Indeed,  it  is  a point  of 
scholarly  consensus  that  all  who  fought  against  cAll  out  of  enmity 
and  hatred  are  considered  disbelievers’.1 


16.2.16  Imam  Ibn  cAbidin  al-ShAmi’s  Position 

Ibn  ‘Abidin  al-Shami  said: 


}»  JJ  ^ J Ot  c-klp  £2  olAi^l  Ojjlio 

'J& ^ ^0*2  ij*  'j 012' 
tSUlJt  tlgiiaJl  jjj g 7-  ^jljAJl 

As  AA 


They  charged  the  Companions  of  our  Prophet  with 
disbelief;  but  know  that  this  is  not  a pre-requisite  for  the 
term  Kharijites;  rather,  it  is  but  an  explanation  regarding 
those  who  rebelled  against  our  master  ‘All  Otherwise, 
it  suffices  that  they  believe  the  one  whom  they  rebel 
against  is  a disbeliever  [for  their  disbelief].  . . . According 
to  the  majority  of  the  jurists  and  hadith  scholars,  the 
Kharijites  are  judged  as  rebels,  and  some  of  the  hadith 
scholars  took  the  position  that  they  are  disbelievers.2 


16.2.17  Shaykh  cAbd  al-RahmAn  MubArakpuri’s  Position 

The  famous  hadith  scholar  of  India,  ‘Abd  al-Rahman  Mubarakpurl, 
said, 

2112  “^jljAJl  j*J*  mj” 

C<2ji  A^  oAh 

Jiil  SiJUsj  di!U  j & SjIJjJ  Sj'jyj  A -CAi 

.k2j2?dl 


1 ‘Abd  al-‘Aziz  al-Dihlawi,  Tub  fat  ithna  ashLariyya , p.  795. 

2 Ibn  Abidin,  Radd  al-muhtar,  4:262. 
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‘They  are  but  Kharijites’:  [ Khawarij ] is  the  plural  of 
‘ khdrija ’ [‘he  who  went  out’],  and  they  are  a group  of 
blameworthy  innovators  given  that  name  because  of 
their  having  left  the  religion  and  the  best  of  the  Muslims. 
Those  who  held  that  they  are  to  be  charged  with  disbelief 
include  al-Hasan  b.  Muhammad  b.  ‘All,  and  there  is  also 
a narration  to  that  effect  from  Imam  al-Shafi‘i,  Imam 
Malik  and  a group  from  the  traditionists  [ahl  al-hadltb].1 


16.3  The  Second  Position:  The  Kharijites  Are  Rebels 


Another  group  of  scholars  observed  caution  and  did  not  charge  the 
Kharijites  with  disbelief.  Instead,  they  labelled  them  as  rebels  and 
agreed  that  they  should  be  fought.  Furthermore,  the  scholars  who 
charged  the  Kharijites  with  disbelief  also  held  that  they  are  rebels 
and  should  be  fought.  So  although  there  is  a difference  of  opinion 
regarding  the  disbelief  of  the  Kharijites,  there  is  a consensus  that 
they  are  to  be  fought  against.  Imam  Ibn  Qudama  al-Maqdisi  said: 


fjA  lllpj  jjddh 

, , _ 4 , o{  0 , s 

JjjS  0*  *^1  tSjbwdl 

c'AJlL?-  ^1  J JJ  I Taj  CuJl  fulp  Ails 

JJd  j*  j-~>3 


The  Kharijites  are  those  who  declare  [others]  disbelievers 
on  account  of  sins,  and  who  declare  ‘Uthman,  ‘All,  Talha, 
Zubayr  and  many  of  the  Companions  disbelievers.  And 
they  believe  it  is  lawful  to  shed  the  blood  of  the  Muslims 
and  to  seize  their  wealth — except  those  of  them  who  rebel 
along  with  them.  The  apparent  view  of  the  jurists  from 
our  latter-day  colleagues  is  that  they  are  rebels.  They  take 
the  same  ruling  as  the  rebels  and  there  is  no  disagreement 
about  killing  them,  for  it  is  a ruling  that  is  textually  stated 
in  the  Prophet’s  command  This  is  also  the  opinion 


1 Abd  al-Rahman  Mubarakpun,  Tub  fat  al-ahwadhi,  6:354. 
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of  Abu  Hanifa,  al-ShafiT,  the  majority  of  the  jurists  and 
many  of  the  traditionists  [ah  l al-hadith].1 

The  following  is  a list  of  scholars  and  jurists  who  only  considered 
the  Kharijites  as  rebels.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  responsibility  of 
fighting  rebels  falls  on  the  state;  Islam  does  not  allow  vigilantism, 
no  matter  how  noble  the  intention  behind  it. 


16.3.1  Imam  Abu  HanIfa 

Imam  Abu  Hanifa  ruled  that  the  Kharijites  are  rebels  that  should  be 
fought. 


^ 9 0 f ^ ^ ^ 'l  } 9 * ' ' c 

^3  jjiij  ^ 

'S',  O 4 s 0 > 0 Os 

^ :cii  *Cp  ji,  J*Pj 

4 jjj^o  j>o  <uui  vi4o£-  jSUj  ui  :jii  .oTjiJi 

(*jsj  tjUll  Jjd  o*AS” tjUll  Jjd  o*AS” sSIjA 

djij  :<J  Jli  jSi  jji)  . j»jjl  d-?o  yi 

jt  jt  93*  S!|  “Us  jiJ  jJ  : JlS  <Ult  JjA)  dr?  iacw > ^1 

.ojiScjil?-  li!  Oj3*  0I3* 


Abu  MutT  said,  ‘I  said  to  Abu  Hanifa,  “What  do  you 
say  regarding  the  Muhkama  faction  of  the  Kharijites?” 
He  replied,  “They  are  the  vilest  of  the  Kharijites”.  I then 
asked  him,  “Should  we  charge  them  with  disbelief?” 
He  replied,  “No;  however,  we  fight  them  for  the  same 
reasons  the  Imams  of  goodness — cAll  and  TJmar  b.  cAbd 
al-cAzIz — fought  them”.  I then  said,  “But  the  Kharijites 
cry  out  with  the  takblr  [saying,  ‘ Allah  akbar ’ (God  is 
the  Greatest)],  offer  prayers  and  recite  the  Qur’an”.  He 
retorted,  “Don’t  you  remember  the  hadith  of  Abu  Umama 
j^?  He  entered  the  Mosque  of  Damascus  and  said  to  Abu 
Ghalib  al-HimsI,  ‘They  are  the  dogs  of  Hellfire,  they  are 


1 Ibn  Qudama  al-Maqdisi,  al-Mughm , 9:4. 
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the  dogs  of  the  Hellfire.  They  are  the  most  evil  of  those 
slain  under  the  heavens.  . . Abu  Ghalib  asked  Abu 
Umama,  ‘Did  you  give  your  own  opinion  or  did  you  hear 
that  from  the  Messenger  of  God  |ft?’  He  replied,  ‘Had  I 
not  heard  it  once,  twice,  thrice,  four  times,  five  times,  six 
times  or  seven  times,  I would  not  have  narrated  it  to  you 
all’”.’1 

16.3.2  Imam  Shams  al-DIn  al-Sarakhs! 

The  renowned  jurist  of  the  Hanafl  school,  Shams  al-Dln  al- 
Sarakhsi,  held  that  it  is  lawful  to  seek  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
non-Muslim  citizens  [abl  al-dhimma ] against  the  Kharijites: 

. . . <U.i!t  Jjslj  Jjit  oL  yi) 

.Jt&  yty  Jjbti 

‘There  is  no  harm  in  the  people  of  justice  seeking  the  aid 
of  some  people  from  the  rebels  and  non-Muslim  citizens 
against  the  Kharijites  . . . because  they  are  fighting  for 
the  sake  of  promoting  the  religion’. 1 


16.3.3  Hajar  al-cAsqalAni 

Ibn  Hajar  said  in  his  commentary  on  Sahib  al-Bukharl 

CSjdai^  J^'3  Jl  Xy- 

s ''  0 * s 6 s s * s' 

j>  Xs  jj  'yds-  js  Julitj  t«iUsPb  jiSo  ^ y jp-  J>  Js 


: Jls  ^ : tdaii  c~Ls  -gjy  °j33  -cSAij  IjjlS" JJj 

0l£” jd  Ait  :yXz}\  jS  .y*lj\  JjSbMJ  t \yiaS  til 


i yt  : Jtii  °^3  £j'_jAJt 


1 Muhammad  Zahid  al-Kawthan,  MajmiSat  al-caqida  wa  dim  al-kalam,  pp. 
603-604. 

z Shams  al-Dln  al-SarakhsI,  Kitab  al-mabsut,  10:134. 
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slfJt  ^ jiSo'j  ^'r'i 
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jji  £ 

,jjA!l  Ij3y 


This  hadith  indicates  that  those  who  believe  in  revolting 
against  the  government  should  not  be  killed  so  long  as 
they  do  not  wage  a war  on  that  basis  or  make  preparations 
for  it — this  is  due  to  the  Prophet’s  statement  Jl,  ‘and  kill 
them  if  they  revolt’.  Al-Tabari  cited  a consensus  about 
this  with  respect  to  the  one  whose  beliefs  do  not  entail 
disbelief,  and  traced  a report  that  ‘Umar  b.  cAbd  al-‘AzIz 
wrote  [to  his  governors]  ordering  ‘that  the  Kharijites  be 
left  alone  unharmed  so  long  as  they  do  not  shed  blood 
unlawfully  or  seize  wealth.  And  if  they  do  that,  then 
launch  military  operation  against  them  at  state  level, 
even  if  they  are  my  own  progeny’.  And  in  one  route  of 
transmission  from  Jurayj  it  is  mentioned  that  he  said  to 
‘Ata’,  ‘What  makes  it  lawful  for  me  to  kill  the  Kharijites?’ 
‘Ata’  replied,  ‘When  they  act  as  brigands  on  the  roads 
and  threaten  security’.  And  al-Tabari  traced  a report 
from  al-Hasan  in  which  he  was  asked  about  a man  who 
held  the  beliefs  of  the  Kharijites  but  did  not  revolt.  Al- 
Hasan  replied,  ‘People  regard  action  more  valuable  than 
opinion’.1 

And  most  of  the  scholars  of  legal  theory  [usftl]  from 
Ahl  al-Sunna  held  that  the  Kharijites  were  criminals 
because  of  their  charges  of  disbelief  levelled  against  the 
Muslims — charges  that  were  based  on  corrupt,  self-styled 
interpretations  that  led  them  to  declare  lawful  the  blood 
and  wealth  of  their  opponents,  and  charge  them  with 


1 Ibn  Hajar  al-‘Asqalam,  Fath  al-Bari,  12:299. 
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disbelief  and  polytheism.  Al-Khalal  narrated  in  al-Sunna 
with  his  chain  of  transmission:  ‘Yusuf  b.  Musa  informed 
me  that  Abu  cAbd  Allah  [i.e.,  Imam  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal] 
was  asked,  “Did  the  Kharijites  disbelieve?”  He  said, 
“They  are  renegades  [mariqa]”.  He  was  then  asked,  “Are 
they  disbelievers?”  He  replied,  “They  are  renegades;  they 
passed  through  the  religion”.’1 2 3 

16.3.4  Imam  Ahmad  RidA  KhAn 

Imam  Ahmad  Rida  Khan  said  about  the  Kharijites,  ‘The  people 
of  Nahrawan,  who  rebelled  against  ‘All  and  declared  him  a 
disbeliever,  were  corrupt  reprobates  and  arrogant  rebels.  They 
struggled  under  the  banner  of  a new  sect  named  the  Kharijites, 
and  the  many  disruptions  that  spread  in  the  Umma — till  today — 
were  because  of  them’.1 

16.4  The  Rationale  behind  the  Ruling  to  Eliminate  the 
Kharijites 

We  see  from  the  aforementioned  quotes  that  the  scholars  differed 
about  whether  the  Kharijites  should  be  charged  with  disbelief  or 
not.  All  of  the  jurists,  no  matter  what  opinion  they  took,  agreed 
that  they  should  be  fought  and  eliminated. 

In  the  hadith  of  Sharlk  b.  Shihab  JG  the  Prophet  0 said,  ‘They 
shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through  a 
hunted  game.  Their  notable  feature  is  shaven  heads.  They  shall 
continue  to  appear  until  the  last  of  them  appears  with  the  Anti- 
Christ  [al-Dajjal];  so  you  should  kill  them  when  you  encounter 
them  [during  war].  They  are  the  most  evil  of  the  creation’.3  cAbd 
Allah  b.  ‘Umar  ^ reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0 said, 


1 Ibid.,  12:300. 

2 Ahmad  Rida  Khan,  aMAtaya  al-Nabawiyya  fj al-fatawa  al-ridawiyya , 29:3  63 . 

3 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:421;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan: 
Kitab  tahrlm  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter: 
‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His  Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst  People’, 
7:119  §4103;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  2:312  §3566;  al-Bazzar  in  al- 
Musnad,  9:294  §3846;  and  al-TayalisI  in  al-Musnad,  1:124  §923. 
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‘Every  time  a generation  of  them  appears  it  will  be  cut 
down — this  will  occur  over  twenty  times — until  the  Anti- 
Christ  appears  in  their  last  remnant’.1 * * * 


Ibn  Hubayra  al-Hanbali  said, 

^3  pi  :<L3  ApJodtJ  Jj*8  ^Jjt  pi  P*j4^Jt  ^3 

j-i'3  ‘£?jh  Cdk  uSpiJl  Jj»t  Jls3  t^*>C>S!l  JU  jdj  Jais- 

. jji  juii 

The  hadith  mentions  that  fighting  the  Kharijites  is  more 
important  than  fighting  the  pagans.  The  wisdom  behind 
fighting  them  first  is  that  it  safeguards  the  capital  of 
Islam’s  wealth,  whereas  fighting  the  pagans  is  a pursuit 
of  profit:  and  protecting  one’s  capital  is  more  important 
than  seeking  profit/ 


Ibn  Taymiyya  held  that  there  is  consensus  on  waging  war 
against  Kharijites  to  eliminate  them: 

SUlJtJ  . . . ,<bl ?wi!l  (3 tflibj  SAjj^aJl  A?cI?cPsJl  <uPjli  \sj\j  PtT 

IjjUaS  ‘<b  jj^liJl  'jfi  tJtpjsSIt  Jju  I jJu  ^djl 

JPi  US' jl?-  JliiiJb  tit  oUlJtj  .jlhtii  oUj 

.jjli!t  juib  tjfjli  til  JjjjiaJl  £tks 


So  fighting  against  them  is  established  in  the  authentic  and 
explicit  Sunna,  and  is  the  agreement  of  the  Companions. 
. . . The  rebels  against  whom  fighting  is  ordered  are  those 
who  rebel  after  fighting  erupts,  and  who  refuse  to  follow 
the  command  of  making  peace  and  who  become  militant. 
By  the  agreement  of  the  scholars,  it  is  permissible  to  fight 


1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section,  ‘Mention  of  the 

Kharijites’,  1:61  §174. 

z Ibn  Hajar  al-Asqalanl,  Fatb  al-BarT,  5:157. 
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against  rebels  when  they  initiate  fighting,  just  as  everyone 
agrees  that  it  is  permissible  to  fight  the  highway  brigands 
when  they  fight.1 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  said: 

djiytJ  ItSjdaJlJ  SiS-  iUp  SjIjj 

Ots  libli  :j|fl  jpd'  0^  cJjSJaj  yp  jIjJ 


In  the  narration  of  Abu  Ishaq  from  Suwayd  b.  Ghafla 
in  the  collection  of  al-NasaT  and  al-Tabari:  ‘They  shall 
pass  through  Islam’.  Likewise,  in  the  hadith  of  Ibn  ‘Umar 
in  the  same  section  and  recorded  by  al-NasaT  from  the 
narration  of  Tariq  b.  Ziyad  from  ‘All:  ‘They  shall  pass 
through  the  truth’,  and:  ‘So  kill  them  wherever  you  find 
them  for  the  one  who  kills  them  shall  receive  a reward  on 
the  Day  of  Resurrection’.2 


16.5  The  Great  Reward  Awaiting  Those  Who  Fight  the 
Kharijites 


Ibn  Hajar  al-‘Asqalam  said: 
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1 Ibn  Taymiyya,  al-Nubuwwat,  pp.  223-225. 

2 Ibn  Hajar  al-‘AsqalanI,  Rtf/;  al-BarT,  12:288. 
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In  the  narration  of  Zayd  b.  Wahb:  ‘If  only  the  Muslim 
army  who  encounters  them  knew  what  has  been  decreed 
for  them  upon  the  tongue  of  their  Prophet  Jfl,  they  would 
rely  on  it  [and  cease  doing  other  deeds]’.  Ahmad  narrated 
a similar  hadith  from  ‘All  with  the  additional  wording 
at  the  end:  ‘It  is  the  duty  upon  every  Muslim  to  fight 
them  [in  the  operation  at  the  state  level]’.  [We  must 
not  relax  and  procrastinate  in  fighting  and  eliminating 
the  Kharijites  due  to  their  apparent  religiosity,  because 
of]  the  Prophet’s  statement  Ji:  ‘[You  will  deem]  your 
prayers  [insignificant]  in  comparison  to  their  prayers’. 
Al-Zuhrl’s  narration  has  an  additional  wording  reported 
by  Abu  Salama — as  is  in  the  chapter  after  it:  ‘and  [you 
will  deem]  your  fasting  [insignificant]  in  comparison  to 
their  fasting’.  And  in  the  narration  of  cAsim  b.  Shumaykh 
from  Abu  SaTd:  ‘You  will  deem  your  deeds  insignificant 
in  comparison  to  their  deeds’.  cAsim  also  described  the 
people  of  Najda  al-Harura,  saying,  ‘They  fast  during 
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the  day  and  pray  during  the  night  and  collect  the  alms 
according  to  the  Sunna’.  This  was  narrated  by  al-Tabari. 

A similar  report  is  found  in  his  [al-Tabari’s]  collection 
from  the  narration  of  Yahya  b.  Abl  Kathlr  from  Abu 
Salama,  and  in  a narration  from  Muhammad  b.  cAmr 
from  Abu  Salama:  ‘They  will  be  devout  in  their  worship; 
one  of  you  will  deem  his  prayers  and  fasting  insignificant 
in  comparison  to  theirs’.  And  there  is  a similar  report 
from  the  narration  of  Anas  from  Abu  SaTd,  and  in 
the  narration  of  Aswad  b.  al-‘Ala’  from  Abu  Salama, 
there  is  the  additional  wording:  ‘You  will  deem  your 
deeds  insignificant  in  comparison  to  theirs’.  And  in  the 
narration  of  Salama  b.  Kuhayl  from  Zayd  b.  Wahb,  from 
‘All:  ‘Your  recitation  will  not  be  comparable  to  theirs, 
nor  your  prayers  to  theirs’.  This  was  narrated  by  Muslim 
and  al-Tabari,  the  latter  of  whom  narrated  from  the  route 
of  Sulayman  al-Taym!  from  Anas:  ‘It  was  mentioned  to 
me  that  the  Messenger  of  God  H said,  “Amongst  you  are 
a folk  who  persevere  and  strive  [in  good  deeds]  until  they 
amaze  people  and  their  own  egos  amaze  themselves”.’ 

This  report  has  an  additional  wording  from  the  route 
of  Hafs,  Anas’  nephew,  from  his  uncle:  ‘They  will  absorb 
themselves  deeply  in  the  religion  [yatacammaqunY . Al- 
Tabaranl  narrates  the  story  of  Ibn  ‘Abbas’  debate  with 
the  Kharijites,  in  which  Ibn  ‘Abbas  said,  ‘I  went  to  them, 
and  I have  never  seen  a people  more  assiduous  in  their 
efforts.  Their  hands  resembled  the  feet  of  camels  [thick 
and  rough]  and  the  marks  of  prostration  were  prominent 
upon  their  faces’.  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  narrated  that  when 
someone  mentioned  the  Kharijites  and  their  efforts  in  the 
presence  of  Ibn  ‘Abbas,  he  said,  ‘They  are  not  as  hard 
working  as  the  monks!’1 


1 Ibid.,  12:288-289. 
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16.6  The  Views  of  Anwar  ShAh  Kashmiri  and  Shabbir 
Ahmad  cUthmAnI  on  the  Kharijites 


Anwar  Shah  Kashmiri  and  Shabbir  Ahmad  ‘Uthmani,  two  well- 
known  scholars  from  the  Deobandi  school  of  thought  of  the 
Indian  Subcontinent,  spoke  in  detail  about  the  Kharijites  and  other 
rebellious  groups.  ‘UthmanI  penned  a small  research  in  his  book, 
Fath  al-Mulhim,  with  the  title:  ‘A  Noble  Research  Concerning  the 
Charge  of  Disbelief  Applied  to  the  Kharijites  and  Others  from  the 
Harurls  and  Heretics,  and  Whether  They  are  to  be  Fought,  and  if 
so,  When’.  He  quoted  the  statements  of  Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI  in 
which  he  labelled  them  corrupt  rebels  who  should  be  fought,  as 
per  the  Prophet’s  command  ‘Kill  them  when  they  revolt  against 
the  state’. 

Then  Shabbir  Ahmad  ‘Uthmani  paraphrased  the  views  of  Qadi 
Tyad,  al-Qurtubl  and  al-Subkl  on  the  disbelief  of  the  Kharijites, 
and  quoted  Kashmiri  in  Fath  al-Mulhim  (5:154): 


0 0 'i,  0 i ^ 0^  iZeji  0 

‘jfij  tOUdSM  'jfi  jiKJ'  AA'  ASyUJ'  O'  J Aj  kOdA?-  O'  jjAJ'j 

cjOJAd  0'S"  AS  :<UUi  p)  aIp  U <US  OAAj  U 
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:“(£  r ^ Ijfi)  J*Jl  J £juJl  0?  JaSlAJl  jlS  ill 


The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  hadith  which  mentions 
‘passing’  [muruq]  proves  that  those  who  ‘pass’  are  closer 
to  disbelief  than  faith.  The  most  explicit  text  I have 
found  stating  this  is  the  narration  of  Ibn  Majah  from  Abu 
Umama,  who  said,  ‘They  were  Muslims  and  then  became 
disbelievers’.  [Abu  Ghalib,  the  narrator,  said:]  ‘I  asked, 

“Is  this  something  you  say  from  your  own  opinion,  or 
is  it  something  you  heard  from  the  Messenger  of  God 
H?”  He  replied,  “.  . . I heard  it  from  the  Messenger  of 
God”.’  Al-Hafiz  Muhammad  b.  Ibrahim  al-Yamanl  said 
in  Ithdr  al-haqq,  ‘Its  chain  of  transmission  is  authentic, 
as  declared  by  al-Tirmidhl  in  summarized  form’,  (p.  421) 
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‘UthmanI  commented: 

JJLs  ^Jj>o  :SjkLJ>  jjl  U jjSUiJt  Jjl!l 

Jakj  ‘<uaJ  tlSjlsJl  :<uij  SfJ  j*-LLd 

.4pli?fcl!  L^jbh  c^hjl  ^ Jjylih 


The  aforementioned  view  is  buttressed  by  the  command 
to  kill  them,  in  addition  to  the  hadith  of  Ibn  Mas‘ud 
mentioned  earlier:  ‘It  is  impermissible  to  kill  a Muslim 
except  for  one  of  three  reasons.  . .’  In  that  hadith  it 
mentions:  ‘the  one  who  leaves  the  religion  and  separates 
himself  from  the  community  [jamdca]\  In  some  rigorously 
authentic  narrations  of  the  same  report,  it  mentions,  ‘the 
one  who  passes  through  the  religion  [mariq],  and  the  one 
who  separates  himself  from  the  community’.1 * * 


‘Uthmam  continued,  elaborating  the  position  of  the  Hanbali 
school  on  fighting  the  Kharijites: 

pjb 3.0, .',a1  • ^ Jjd  (Jyii  *C Ah4  Jjfeliaji 

'i  <L3  jjilaJ'J  ’-/gSi-  1 Jjj  b»lj 

.JjjlaJt  jkll  jl  iljpb  tXPliaJl  4^d  £j~i  ^5^" 


It  seems  apparent  to  me,  considering  the  narrations  and 
their  meanings,  that  the  correct  view  on  this  is  the  one  held 
by  the  traditionists  [abl  al-hadith ].  As  for  the  narrations, 
consider  the  statement  of  the  Prophet  jit,  ‘So  kill  them 
wherever  you  find  them’.  And  as  for  ‘All’s  statement,  it 
means  that  censuring  the  ruler  and  defaming  him  does 
not  call  for  fighting;  only  when  such  a person  challenges 
the  writ  of  the  government  and  becomes  either  a rebel  or 
a brigand.1 


1 Shabbir  Ahmad  ‘Uthmam,  Fatb  al-Mulbim,  5:154. 

1 Ibid.,  5:155. 

Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


384  I FATWA  on  Terrorism  and  Suicide  Bombings 


In  the  conclusion  of  his  research,  cUthmani  mentioned  both  his 
viewpoint  and  the  opinion  of  Kashmiri: 

iXk  jfi  > jJu  <u!G>j  jfi  y>~\  ^ Jli 

<u^o  dij  Jjsl  °jA  ^asjis" 
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After  mentioning  the  hadith  reports  elsewhere,  he 
[Kashmiri]  said,  ‘Those  of  the  traditionists  who  charged 
them  [the  Kharijites]  with  disbelief  derived  their  view 
from  these  hadith  reports.  Al-Sindi — may  God  have 
mercy  upon  him — also  charged  them  [with  disbelief] 
in  his  commentary  on  al-NasaTs  al-Sunan,  and  this  is 
a solid  view.  Similarly,  the  author  of  Fath  al-Qadlr  [al- 
Munawl]  charged  them  [with  disbelief]  and  mentioned 
that  there  is  no  distinction  between  denial  and  erroneous 
interpretation  when  it  comes  to  [disbelief  in]  the 
unequivocal  matters  [ qaflydt ] — and  God  Most  High 
knows  best.  It  is  also  derived  [from  these  hadith  reports] 
that  disbelief  may  occur  whilst  one  is  unaware,  in  addition 
to  the  fact  that  ‘one  of  you  will  see  his  prayers,  fasting, 
deeds  and  recitation  as  insignificant  in  comparison  to 
theirs’.  Hence,  you  should  take  these  prophetic  words  as 
a basis  for  the  issue  of  charging  [others]  with  disbelief, 
for  they  are  like  the  letters  of  the  Qur’an:  all  of  them  heal 
and  suffice.1 


1 Ibid. 
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